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Aim:
The aim for this evening is to have fun and provide a safe environment for the girls. As it is summertime this evening could be held at a local beach/pool or if you have one available, at a home with a backyard pool.  Make sure you have ample supervision for the girls while they are swimming.

Objectives: 
· For each girl to feel welcome
· To bring along a new friend
· To have fun swimming and playing with friends
.


Preparation:

Notices will need to be sent out to each girl a couple of weeks earlier telling them the venue and what to bring. Encourage them to bring a friend along who is new to IFG. The evening could start with a picnic dinner or end with a nice supper – your choice. You can either ask the girls to bring their picnic tea or supper contribution or you can supply it.
Devotions:
Invite the girls to be come and sit together in a circle on the ground. 
Begin with the following prayer:

"Loving God, thank you for the gift of holidays we have all enjoyed. We ask your guidance as we begin a new year in IFG. Help us to listen to each other, be patient when others are stressed, be helpful when others are struggling, and be kind when others are frustrated. Help us all to learn more about you, and help us to listen to ourselves, each other, and You.” Amen.

The leader now invites everyone in the circle to share something about the holidays that they what to give thanks for. Have an item, such as a baton or a nice stone that the girls pass round the circle.  Each  girl has her turn when the baton/stone is passed to her. If any girls don’t feel they want to share tell them just to pass the baton/stone on to the next person. 

When everyone has shared a thanksgiving, encourage the girls to share a hope for the coming year or term. Again pass the baton round again for each girl to share. 

The leader should finish off with a prayer.
Activities: 

Give the girls the freedom to choose their activities. They can swim and if you have a grassy area available provide some games equipment available – cricket set, volleyball net and ball, softball etc.

Coaches Tip:

Make sure that no girls are being left out.
Notices & home time:
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